
  

 

�Love recognizes no barriers. 
It jumps hurdles,  

leaps fences,  
penetrates walls 

to arrive at its destination 
full of hope.� 

    
Maya Angelou 
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WELCOME TO PICTOU UNITED CHURCH 
Rev. Mary-Beth Moriarity B.A., B.Th., M.Div. 

David & Shelley Pos, Sally O’Neill ~ Ministry of Music 
www.pictouunited.com 

 

Sunday, April 17th, 2022 
Easter Sunday 

 

Alleluia! Hallelujah! Alleluia! 
We Celebrate the Good News! 

 

… But death was not the last word. 
God raised Jesus from death, 

turning sorrow into joy, 
despair into hope. 

We sing of Jesus raised from the dead. 
We sing hallelujah! 

 

from ‘A Song of Faith’ 
 

We Gather in Community 
As the music begins, we are invited to 

pause and prepare ourselves for worship. 
 

Music to Gather Us 
 

We Pause and Prepare to Hear the Easter Story Spoken Anew 
a contemporary re-telling based on John 20: 1-18 

 

Ministry of Music   ‘Jesus Christ Is Risen Today!’ 
 

This day is not like any other day. 

Today we slow down. 
Today we take it all in. 

Today we rest in good news. 
This day is not like any other day. 

Today songs are sung. 
Today spirits are full to the brim. 
Today joy cannot be contained. 
This day is not like any other day. 

Today the stone is rolled away. 
Today the tomb is empty. 

Today we know – love is stronger than death! 
This day is not like any other day! 

Alleluia! Hallelujah! Alleluia! 
 

adapted from worship resources for Easter Sunday 2022 - A Sanctified Art 

 

Hymn    Joy Comes with the Dawn     Voices United 166 
 

As we lift our voices in praise the worship candle, also called the Christ Candle, is lit 
a reminder to us that death and darkness do not have the final word! 
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Welcome & Announcements 
 

We Are Gathered in Prayer 
 

Risen Christ, when darkness overwhelms us; 

 may your dawn beckon us. 

When fear paralyzes us;  
 may your touch release us. 

When grief torments us ; 

 may your peace enfold us. 

When memories haunt us; 
 may your presence heal us. 

When justice fails us; 

 may your anger ignite us. 

When apathy stagnates us; 
 may your challenge renew us. 

When courage leaves us; 

 may your justice inspire us. 
When despair grips us; 

 may your hope restore us. 

And when we move from this day into our days and our world; 

may your love continue its work – 
flowing, overflowing, in us and through us. 
 

adapted from an Easter litany by Annabel Shilson-Thomas  
Welcome the Stanger (Jesuit Refugee Services) 

 

Hands open to the day. 
Breathe in. Breathe out. 

Hands joined as if to pray. 
Breathe in. Breathe out. 

 

Arms reaching to the sky. 
Then circling around down to the earth. 

Eyes lifted to the light, to the light. 
 

Hands, branches catching rain. 
Breathe in, breathe out. 

Then rising like a stalk of grain. 
Breathe in. Breathe out. 

 

Arms reaching to the sky. 
Then circling around down to the earth. 

Eyes lifted to the light, to the light. 
 

Hands open to the day. 
Breathe in. Breathe out. 

Hands joined as if to pray. 
Breathe in. Breathe out. 

 

words & music: Peter Mayer    www.PeterMayer.net 
 

adapted and arranged by David Pos ~ offered by John Spyder Macdonald 
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Moment for All 
 

If anybody asks you where I live, 
where I live, where I live, 

If anybody asks you where I live, 
tell them: 

In the love of God. 
 

from ‘A Child of God’ by Linnea Good 

 

We Open Ourselves to Wisdom 
 

  

 

Word of God, Word of peace, 
Word of love, Word of life, 

Word of justice, Word of passion, 
Word creating, Word of healing, 

Word of singing, Word of praying, 
come upon us, come restore us, 
come inspire us, Word of God. 

 

from ‘Breath of God, Breath of Peace’ - More Voices 24 

 

A Psalm of Joy Psalm 118 selected verses      This is the Day! 

adapted from ‘Psalms for Praying’ by Nan C. Merrill 
 

We give thanks to You, O Beloved, 
for You are kind; 

your steadfast Love endures forever! 
 

Let every nation proclaim, 
“Your steadfast Love endures forever.” 

 

Harken to songs of victory, 
to the music of my soul: 

“You, O Loving Presence, 
have been my strength, 

You have stood beside me in the darkness, 
You have walked with me into the light!” 

 

I shall not give in to fear, 
but I shall live in peace 

and give witness to your saving grace. 
 

You turned your face from my weaknesses, and 
You opened the door leading to new life. 

 

Yes, You opened to me the gates 
of truth and justice, 

that I might enter through them. 
Praise be to You, O Merciful One! 

 

This is the Door to Life; 
those who know Love shall enter through It. 

 

I give thanks to You, O Beloved, who 
answers our prayers and invites us to new Life. 
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The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the foundation of our lives. 
This, O Eternal Listener, is your Work; 

it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

This is the day which You have made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

 
♫ This is the day that God has made; 

we will rejoice and be glad! 
This is the day that God has made; 

we will rejoice and be glad! 
Singing hallelu, singing hallelu, singing hallelu! 

We will rejoice and be glad! 
Singing hallelu, singing hallelu, singing hallelu! 

We will rejoice and be glad! 
More Voices 122 

 

Gospel Story Luke 24:  13-35 Now on that Same Day…. 
 

♫ From heaven to here and from here to heaven 

and it’s trod by him who, in the stranger’s guise, 
is made known when he is welcomed in. 

 

So, come Lord Christ in the stranger’s guise, 
known both through scriptures  

and through broken bread. 
Your kingdom come and on the earth your will be done 

By the people you’ve loved and you’ve led. 
 

‘Christ in the Stranger’s Guise’ 
tune: ‘The Leaving of Liverpool’; words from the Iona Community Worship Group 

 
We Are All Invited to Gather at the Table 

We Are All Invited to Break Bread  
and Share in the Cup of God’s Love 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 

We affirm the mystery of resurrection! 

Life is stronger than death! 
Love is stronger than death! 

As people recognized the presence of a holy love in Jesus, 

And as he recognized and celebrated the presence  

of holy love in others; 
Here, we do the same. 

Holy love within. Holy love all around. 
Namaste-I honour the holy in you, as I honour the holy in me. 

Namaste. We are one. 
 

We pause and greet one another. 
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Come, invited, now draw nearer, 
join this holy celebration. 

Here be strengthened, called to justice, 
living now God’s new creation. 

 

More Voices 198 - verse 4 

 

This is the day 
and here is the feast! 

Here in this place, 

through the sharing of this meal, 
we are reminded that we are God’s beloved community – 

called to embrace a love that dares and acts and lives and breathes – 

changing us, and through us, others. 
 

We believe in resurrection! 

We believe in resurrection! 
We believe that stones roll 

and dawn breaks, 

that grave clothes are folded, 

and gravestones opened. 
We believe death is not 

all there is. 

We believe in abundant life! 
We believe that in Jesus, 

those who followed, 

and those of us who continue to follow in the way, 

 experience the fullness of God’s desire  
for each of us and our world. 

We believe that our lives have meaning! 
We believe that in the Easter Story 

God’s expansive love is seen and felt  
and changes everything. 

We believe that love is revolutionary! 
We believe the love of God walks 

from the tomb, 
and that we live 

in that love. 

We believe that God is at work! 
In upper rooms, 

and gardens at dawn. 

Along life’s roads 

and around tables of all shapes and sizes. 
We believe in resurrection! 

New life - Right here! Right now! 

Alleluia! We believe! 
 

this affirmation of faith was inspired and adapted from ‘We Believe’ - Spill the Beans Easter(2011) 
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Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again! 

Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again! 

 

More Voices 204 
 

The Bread of Life ~ The Cup of God’s Love 

As we share in these holy gifts we are nourished and sustained for 
God’s work, our work, in our world. 

 

Bless these gifts… and break open our hearts… 
Bless these gifts… and pour out your love… 

 

In bread broken, God makes whole our brokenness. 
In a cup poured out, we are filled with a never-ending love. 

From a table first formed on the eve of death, 
the Risen Christ continues to gather us, transform us 

and send us out. 
Life and love: 

Embodied in Jesus. 
Shared with us. 

Alive through us. 
We are an Easter people! 

A people of the way of God! 
A people of love’s way! 

Hallelujah! 
 

Ministry of Music ‘Place At The Table’ 
 

And God will delight when we are creators 
of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 
yes, God will delight when we are creators 

of justice, justice and joy! 
 

words: Shirley Erena Murray; music: Mary McDonald 
1998 - Hope Publishing 

 

 

 We Respond and Prepare to Move into the World 
 

We Give Thanks for the Multitude of Gifts That Enrich our Ministry 
 

We use our gifts for God. 
We use our gifts for God. 

When things go right, when things go wrong, 
we use our gifts for God. 

 

We live our lives in God. 
We live our lives in God. 

When things go right, when things go wrong, 
we live our lives in God. 

 
 

‘We Use Our Gifts for God’ 
words & music: Ruth Bamforth in Songs for Winter 

verse 2 – adaptation by Mary-Beth Moriarity 
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We Are Blessed – Called to Be a Blessing 
 

Instructions for living a life: 
Pay attention. 
Be astonished. 
Tell about it. 

 

excerpt from Mary Oliver’s poem ‘Sometimes’ 
 

Because the tomb is empty,  
our lives are full. 

Because the tomb is empty,  

we know the abundance of God’s love. 
Because the tomb is empty,  

we go into the world proclaiming: 
 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! Hallelujah! 
 

And now, as you go on your way, take care. Take care. 
The love, all the love that you seek is there. It’s there. 

Love flows through our words and deeds.  
Love knows all the things we need. 

Love grows as our hearts are freed from hatred, fear, and pain. 
Take care as you go on your way 

until we meet again. 
text & music - Amanda Udis-Kessler - 2020 

 
Music to Send Us Out into the World           ‘Celebration on “Lasst uns erfreuen” '   

offered, on organ, by Shelley Pos 
 

from Geistliche Kirchengesdäng - 1623  
arranged by Todd Kendall  

 
 

A place of welcome… 
A place of learning… 

A place of exploring… 
A place of laughter… 
A place of prayer… 

A holy place… 
A people of faith making a difference 

in our community and our world. 
WELCOME 

Your financial gifts may be placed in offering plates at the entrance to the Sanctuary. 

Please stay safe. Please wear a mask. Please social distance when possible. 

We remember and acknowledge that we worship and gather on  
unceded lands in Mi'kma’ki, the ancestral territory of the Mi'kmaq people. 

Music reprint & online streaming with permission under  
ONE LICENSE #739136-A. All rights reserved. 
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Tuesday, April 19 1:00 pm 
 

7:00 pm 

Pastoral Care & Outreach Committee 
 

♫ Choir Practice 

Wed. April 20 8:00 am 

10:30 am 

1:00 pm 

PU Healthy Lifers 

Grab & Go Outreach Project Prep 

Prayer Shawl Knitters Meet 

Next Sunday 
 

10:30 am We Are Gathered in Worship  
 

We Mark Earth Sunday 

 

To John Spyder Macdonald & David Pos for enriching our Lenten To John Spyder Macdonald & David Pos for enriching our Lenten To John Spyder Macdonald & David Pos for enriching our Lenten To John Spyder Macdonald & David Pos for enriching our Lenten 
worship gatherings. Your musical invitation to ‘breathe’ and to be worship gatherings. Your musical invitation to ‘breathe’ and to be worship gatherings. Your musical invitation to ‘breathe’ and to be worship gatherings. Your musical invitation to ‘breathe’ and to be 

grounded in the breath of life has beengrounded in the breath of life has beengrounded in the breath of life has beengrounded in the breath of life has been    
    meaningful and spiritually deepening.meaningful and spiritually deepening.meaningful and spiritually deepening.meaningful and spiritually deepening.    

    

To our Lay Readers: Lynn Hardy & Murray McLaren.To our Lay Readers: Lynn Hardy & Murray McLaren.To our Lay Readers: Lynn Hardy & Murray McLaren.To our Lay Readers: Lynn Hardy & Murray McLaren.    
    

    

To Donna Weaver and the members of our Worship Committee for the To Donna Weaver and the members of our Worship Committee for the To Donna Weaver and the members of our Worship Committee for the To Donna Weaver and the members of our Worship Committee for the 
communion preparation.communion preparation.communion preparation.communion preparation.    

    

    

To Sharon Cheverie for her ongoing ministry of decorating and To Sharon Cheverie for her ongoing ministry of decorating and To Sharon Cheverie for her ongoing ministry of decorating and To Sharon Cheverie for her ongoing ministry of decorating and 
redecorating and beautifying this church. redecorating and beautifying this church. redecorating and beautifying this church. redecorating and beautifying this church.     

    
    

To those who brought in To those who brought in To those who brought in To those who brought in     
Easter plants and flowers: filling our space with signs of new life!Easter plants and flowers: filling our space with signs of new life!Easter plants and flowers: filling our space with signs of new life!Easter plants and flowers: filling our space with signs of new life!    

As we move into ‘Living with COVID’ we ask you to continue to  
MASK & SANITIZE as you enter the building for any purpose.  

FOR WORSHIP: Once seated you may mask or if you feel comfortable, 
may remove your mask. You must mask when not seated.  

FOR COMMITTEE MEETINGS: Once gathered, you may continue to mask or  if 
all present agree, may remove your mask. You must mask when not seated.  

Please remember to take care of yourself and one another. 

PUC Spring Cleanup 

I n preparation for mowing, our annual Spring Cleanup of the PUC grounds is 

scheduled for Saturday, May 7
th

 at 9:30 am. We need volunteers to rake leaves, 

pick up limbs & twigs and other debris left from the winter. All are welcome! If you can 

bring a rake, shovel, that would be wonderful. 

*Rain date Monday, May 9
th

 @ 6 pm. 
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